Native Administration in Practice : Historical Outline
Ordinance, 1928, which allowed for a court " presided
over by a Sheikh (of a tribe or district) and composed of
other sheikhs and his or their tribal or district elders " :
the second, by setting aside a sum of £E.15,000 in the
budget to provide the salaries required. At the same
time an amendment was made to the Code of Criminal
Procedure to legalise the formation of benches of native
magistrates in towns for the purpose of dealing with
petty crime under the code. Their powers were at first
limited to imprisonment for one month and a fine of £E.5,
but were later considerably extended.
The advance made is well illustrated by the preambles
to the three Ordinances.
1922 reads :—"Whereas it has from time immemorial been
customary for Sheikhs of nomad tribes to exercise powers of punish-
ment upon their tribesmen and of deciding disputes among them,
and whereas it is expedient that the exercise of these powers
should be regularised. . . ."
1927:—"Whereas it has from time immemorial been cus-
tomary for native sheikhs sitting alone or assisted by their tribal
or district elders to exercise powers of punishment upon those
subject to their tribal or local jurisdiction and of deciding disputes
among them, and whereas it is expedient that these powers should
be extended and their exercise regularised. . . .*'
And 1928, repeating the 1927 preamble, made also the
important addition :—
" and whereas it has been customary to use inter-tribal or
interregional councils for the settlement of inter-tribal or inter-
regional disputes , * ."
The position reached after the passing of 1928 Ordinance
may be summarised thus : The Ordinances dealt with
the judicial side only ; but their increasing elasticity and
the augmented powers of punishment granted thereunder
were expressly designed to rebuild and strengthen the
whole structure of native administration. For example,
where small units joined together to form a court, they
tended pari passu to coalesce also for other purposes,
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